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<p><span style="font-size: 10pt;">Today is #BrainTumorThursday on Twitter - checkout what
this means <a target="_blank" href="what-is-braintumorthursday.html">HERE</a>.</span></p>
<p><span style="font-size: 10pt;">It's also the very second of our weekly Survivors and Thrivers
articles.</span></p> <h3><span style="font-size: 10pt;"><strong>What is Survivors and
Thrivers?</strong></span></h3> <p src="plugins/content/definitionbot/messagebox_info.png"
border="0" align="top"><span style="font-size: 10pt;">Through our ongoing commitment to
raising awareness via Twitter each Thursday with the hastag #braintumorthursday, we have had
the honour of meeting a lady called, Megan. Megan's Mum has a <a style="cursor: help;
border-bottom: 1px dotted #000000;"><img
src="plugins/content/definitionbot/messagebox_info.png" align="top" border="0" /> Brain
Tumour</a> and so Megan knows just how important raising awareness is, but, she also knows
how sharing survivor stories can inspire others walking the brain tumour road.</span></p>
<p><span style="font-size: 10pt;">We have decided to partner with Megan and her blog <a
target="_blank"
href="http://memomuse.wordpress.com/">http://memomuse.wordpress.com/</a> and each
Thursday we will be sharing a story from a brain tumour survivor.</span></p> <h3><span
style="font-size: 10pt;"><strong>Survivor and Thriver Week 2:</strong></span></h3> <p
style="text-align: center;"></p> <p style="text-align: center;"><img style="vertical-align: middle;"
src="http://memomuse.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/close-up-of-lorax.jpg?w=300&h=214"
height="214" width="300" /></p> <p style="text-align: center;"><em>"Unless someone like you
cares a whole awful lot nothing is going to get better. It's not."</em> - Dr. Seuss</p> <p></p>
<p><span style="font-size: 10pt;">It is our pleasure to introduce you to Stephanie � a brain
tumor survivor, who had brain surgery two years ago to remove a baseball size tumor. She not
only is an inspiration to the brain tumor community, she is an inspiration to us all. Thank you
Stephanie for sharing your story. You can read last week�s <a title="Tom McLain's profile"
href="what-is-braintumorthursday/survivors-and-thrivers/1988-tom-mclain.html"
target="_blank">profile here</a>, about a brave man named Tom McLain, who is also an
inspiration. If you are interested in participating, you will find information at the end of the
post.</span></p> <p><span style="font-size: 10pt;">This is Stephanie�s story in her own
words.</span></p> <p><span style="font-size: 10pt;"><br /></span></p> <h3 style="text-align:
center;"><span style="font-size: 14pt;"><strong>�I am stronger now than I was before my
diagnosis.� � Stephanie</strong></span></h3> <h3></h3> <h3><em><span style="font-size:
18pt;"><strong>I hope�</strong></span></em></h3> <div><span style="font-size: 10pt;">I
hope to achieve my dreams and not take life for granted. I also hope that in my lifetime I will see
researchers find a cure for brain cancer and brain tumors.</span></div> <div></div>
<h3></h3> <h3><span style="font-size: 14pt;"><em><strong>I
wish�</strong></em></span></h3> <div><span style="font-size: 10pt;">I wish love,
happiness and patience to all of those suffering with this disease and the caregivers, family and
friends who help them out. I know I could have never gotten through this without the support of
my father and my aunt. Plus all of the love and support of my friends who I work with, friends
from school, and friends online.</span></div> <div></div> <div><a
href="http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-GGjbOvlmEr8/TgIlCBYtF8I/AAAAAAAAAYE/H_62kflpvLY/s1600
/people-holding-hands-helping-each-other-in-love.jpg"><img style="display: block; margin-left:
auto; margin-right: auto;" title="people-holding-hands-helping-each-other-in-love"
src="http://memomuse.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/people-holding-hands-helping-each-other-i
n-love1.jpg?w=300&h=201" alt="" height="201" width="300" /></a></div> <div></div> <div
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style="text-align: center;"><em>"You never know what you mean to people until they band
together to send prayers, good wishes and good thoughts to you during your recovery."</em> Stephanie</div> <div></div> <div></div> <div> <p></p> <p><span style="font-size:
10pt;">You never know what you mean to people until they band together to send prayers, good
wishes and good thoughts to you during your recovery. I never took them for granted per se, but
two years later, I know what I mean to them and give it back freely. They even set up a
facebook group for me: <a title="Stephanie's facebook support page"
href="https://www.facebook.com/groups/105485876149115/"
target="_blank">https://www.facebook.com/groups/105485876149115/</a></span></p> </div>
<h3></h3> <h3><span style="font-size: 14pt;"><strong><em>I
dream�</em></strong></span></h3> <div> <p><span style="font-size: 10pt;">I dream about
living life to the fullest no matter what. I was like most people going through the daily motions of
life and then BAM! It hits you right in the face. I thank God every day for being here and I think I
still have so much left to do � maybe it�s bringing brain tumor awareness to everyone I know
and am going to meet so we can end this horrible disease.</span></p> </div> <h3></h3>
<h3><span style="font-size: 14pt;"><strong><em>I am (be)�</em></strong></span></h3>
<div><span style="font-size: 10pt;">I am stronger now than I was before my
diagnosis.</span></div> <div></div> <div><a
href="https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=398743504064&set=a.358071329064.148288.
169304079064&type=3&theater"><img style="display: block; margin-left: auto; margin-right:
auto;" title="stronger"
src="http://memomuse.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/stronger.jpg?w=300&h=300" alt=""
height="300" width="300" /></a></div> <div></div> <div style="text-align: center;"><em>"I am
stronger than I was before my diagnosis."</em> - Stephanie</div> <div></div> <div> <p
style="text-align: center;"><em>Artwork by Jennifer Pick. <a title="Raspberry Monkeys
(Jennifer Pick's facebook page)"
href="https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=398743504064&set=a.358071329064.148288.
169304079064&type=3&theater" target="_blank">Click on this link</a> to go directly to the
artist�s website.</em></p> <p></p> <p><span style="font-size: 10pt;">In the middle of all of
this, I was getting my Associates Degrees in Network Administration and Cisco
Telecommunications. I had to drop the spring semester and I was only two semesters away
from graduating. My Cisco teacher allowed me to make up the class I dropped in the spring so
that I could stay with my section for the fall class. She was trying to show me that she believed
in me and that I could do it. I rose to the occasion and showed her how determined I was to get
back to my so-called normal life. I got a B in both sections.</span></p> </div> <h3></h3>
<h3><span style="font-size: 14pt;"><strong><em>Diagnosis and
Treatment�</em></strong></span></h3> <div><span style="font-size: 10pt;">My brain tumor
diagnosis was a menigioma. For those of you who know about these tumors � they are usually
small in size and are benign. Mine was the size of a baseball, required nine hours of surgery to
remove it, and is a Grade II Tumor defined by WHO (World Health Organization). My
neurosurgeon said it was benign in nature, but malignant because of the sheer size. He put it
bluntly to me one day while he sat in my hospital room, �You shouldn�t be sitting here today,
by all accounts you should be dead.� I now have a titanium plate in my head covering half of
my forehead all the way back to the top middle of my head. I also had radiation that made all of
my hair on the top and sides of my head fall out. It was one thing to know it could happen and
another thing to be standing in the shower pulling clumps out while washing my hair. I now have
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to take seizure medicine twice a day and my brain is still swollen.</span></div> <div></div>
<h3></h3> <h3><span style="font-size: 14pt;"><em><strong>Favorite
quote�</strong></em></span></h3> <p><em>�<span style="font-size: 10pt;">Unless
someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It�s
not.�</span></em><span style="font-size: 10pt;"> ~ Dr. Seuss</span></p> <p><a
href="http://blog.beetstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/Lorax.jpg"><img style="display: block;
margin-left: auto; margin-right: auto;" title="Lorax"
src="http://memomuse.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/lorax.jpg?w=210&h=300" alt=""
height="300" width="210" /></a></p> <p><span style="font-size: 10pt;">(I�d never heard it
before and @uvmer tweeted it the first time when I joined #braintumorthursday. I just loved
it.)</span></p> <p></p> <p><span style="font-size: 10pt;"></span></p>
<h3><strong><em><span style="font-size: 14pt;"></span></em></strong></h3>
<h3><strong><em><span style="font-size: 14pt;"></span></em></strong></h3>
<h3><strong><em><span style="font-size: 14pt;">Three things I�d like to
share�</span></em></strong></h3> <div><span style="font-size: 10pt;">1. Don�t think �It
can�t happen to me,� because it can. I�m the perfect example of that.</span></div>
<div></div> <div></div> <div><span style="font-size: 10pt;">2. Just because people have a
benign brain tumor � they are not lucky. It�s still a tumor in your head and it messes with your
brain function. (No offense to those who have malignant tumors. I always say there are people
worse off than I am.)</span></div> <div></div> <div></div> <div><span style="font-size:
10pt;">3. I just celebrated my two-year anniversary of my brain surgery on St. Patrick�s Day
2012. So far there is no sign of the tumor or sign of regrowth either.</span></div> <div><span
style="font-size: 10pt;"><br /></span></div> <div></div> <div><img style="display: block;
margin-left: auto; margin-right: auto;" title="Rainbow"
src="http://memomuse.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/rainbow-10.jpg?w=300&h=225" alt=""
height="225" width="300" /></div> <div style="text-align: center;"></div> <div style="text-align:
center;"><em>Photo by (c) Megan Oteri - All rights reserved</em></div> <div style="text-align:
center;"></div> <div style="text-align: center;"></div> <div style="text-align: center;"> <p
style="text-align: left;"></p> <p style="text-align: left;"></p> <p style="text-align: left;"><span
style="font-size: 10pt; font-family: verdana,geneva;">If you are a brain tumor patient or survivor
and would like to share your story, please <a
href="what-is-braintumorthursday/survivors-and-thrivers.html">CLICK HERE</a> to complete
our questionnaire.</span></p> <p style="text-align: left;"><span style="font-size: 10pt;
font-family: verdana,geneva;">Thank you for tuning in today and supporting
#braintumorthursday. We look forward to seeing you here at <a
href="surviving">www.btbuddies.org.uk/surviving</a> and <a target="_blank"
href="http://www.memomuse.wordpress.com">www.memomuse.wordpress.com</a> every
Thursday for <em>#Brain Tumor Thursday</em> and on Twitter every Thursday. Thank you
for your time.</span></p> <p style="text-align: center;"><span style="font-size: 18pt;
font-family: verdana,geneva;"><em><strong>Hope. Wish. Dream.
Be.</strong></em></span></p> </div>
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